LESSON THREE

PRACTICE EXERCISE

Let's discuss what we have been talking about.  To help you get started, read the following story about SPC Rock.  Then answer the questions at the end.

SPC Rock had reenlisted to learn a trade.  The Career Counselor had promised him the Army would train him to be a welder and then assign him in CONUS.  In his three years in Germany as a rifleman SPC Rock had learned a lot about being a soldier, and a lot about the Army.  But now he wanted to learn a trade.  Well, the Career Counselor hadn't intentionally lied, thought Rock, as he guided his deuce-and-a-half pulling his welding machine along the ridgeline.  It was just not what he expected.  His unit had been deployed to Saudi Arabia to build a new pipeline to deliver water from the coast to the interior.

SPC Rock had been satisfied with his unit at Fort Leonard Wood before the deployment.  He and his wife had just gotten their first set of government quarters.  They sure beat the trailer they were living in.  There were a few FTXs, but generally it was an 0700 to 1700 job, and he enjoyed working with the other equipment in his company, the skip loaders, big graders, and back hoes.  But no one had ever told him the entire battalion would be shipped to the desert for who knows how long.  There was nothing here but the heat, the mosquitoes, the snakes, and the loneliness.  This was not in his contract.  The Army was not being fair.  "I'm gonna write my congressman, the reenlistment NCO shouldn't be able to get away with this.  I'm gonna find out how many other guys were guaranteed a stateside assignment."

Question 1.  Why did SPC Rock feel the Army was unfair?

Answer.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2.  Did SPC Rock have a legitimate complaint?

Answer.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 3.  Was SPC Rock justified in his actions?

Answer.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 4.  What would be the impact of SPC Rock's complaining on mission accomplishment/unit readiness?

Answer.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 5.  What is the real issue here in relation to what we have been talking about - professional commitment?

Answer.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 6.  What other courses of action could SPC Rock have thought of besides writing to his congressman?

Answer.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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